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Dear friends
SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
As you may be aware, as a denomination, we have been
thinking about same-sex marriages. I was at the General
Assembly last July when the topic was debated at great
length, including the introduction of a resolution that, if
passed, would have allowed each local congregation to make
their own decision about conducting same-sex marriages or
not. The vast majority of those at General Assembly were in
favour of the proposal. As the Assembly was using the
consensus method of decision making a decision was not made
on the resolution as there were a few who were not in
agreement with it as it stood. Assembly decided that each
church and synod should be asked for their views.
If it was then felt necessary, General Assembly would be
recalled and new resolutions presented.
There has been much consultation across our denomination
and last week (as I write this) Mission Council met and the
following announcement was made:
Mission Council has met and great care was taken to listen to a
diversity of views and to respect the different perspectives that
were shared.
Two whole sessions of Mission Council were given over to this
discussion and as a result Mission Council has resolved to recall
Assembly on Saturday June 27th (What a good way to spend my
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birthday!) 2015. The venue will be Carrs Lane Church,
Birmingham.
The recalled Assembly will be asked to consider a resolution
which:









Affirms the 2007 commitments on Human Sexuality.
Recognises it is not appropriate for General Assembly to
express a single view on Same Sex Marriage due to the
diversity of views within the church.
Declares that it is up to the local Church Meeting to
consider whether or not it wishes to celebrate such
marriages.
Clarifies how LEPs should address this issue.
Notes the different legal context in Scotland.
Recalls that most trusts on which local church buildings
are commonly held empower the Church Meeting to
direct how the building should be used.

If this is agreed then Assembly will be asked to refer the
resolution to Synods to allow further time for prayerful
consideration.
As a member of General Assembly in Cardiff last summer I
will be going to Birmingham for this meeting.
Please think about and, more importantly, pray about the
above resolution. Although I am there as a delegate from
Yorkshire Synod and not as a representative of our churches
or Synod I would really be pleased to hear your views on this
subject. If you have views which you would like me to
consider before I attend the meeting please give them to me
in writing by the middle of June. I will then listen to the
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debate and vote in the way which I feel God is guiding me to
vote.
Your prayers before this meeting and on the day itself would
be greatly appreciated.
Sorry if this seems a bit ‘heavy’ but it a really important
issue and it is essential that our denomination discerns God’s
will for our churches.
Thank you.

Items for the Autumn 2015 LINK need to be with me by
Sunday 16 August). Thanks.
Your friend and minister
(Cover photo: Candie Gardens, Guernsey)
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Group Pastorate Services 2015
We meet together for worship,
fellowship and food
three times a year. The two
remaining services this year ar:
CLAYTON WEST – 28th JUNE
WEST MELTON – 11th OCTOBER
These services will start at 11.00am and
will, as usual, be followed by a time of
fellowship as we eat lunch together.

YOU ARE ALL WELCOME.
PLEASE PUT THESE DATES
IN YOUR DIARY NOW
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WEST MELTON’S GREEN TIPS CORNER
By Helen Owen
Numbers 25 Garden Canes, 26 Fragile Post & 27 Teeth Cleaning

GARDEN CANES
If you use canes in the garden to support your
plants, corks are perfect for popping on top to
protect you
from
accidental
pokes.
Make a
hole in the
used cork
with a
screwdriver
then pop
on the cane. the colour blends well particularly with
bamboo canes.

FRAGILE POST
Sending something
fragile by post? Use
crumpled up
newspaper or waste
paper instead of
commercial bubble
wrap. This will save
resources and your
money.
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TEETH CLEANING
Its a hard habbit to break but
did you know you can waste
up to 4.5 litres of water if you
leave the tap running while
you brush?
Use a glass of water or short
bursts from the tap and you'll
need a fraction of this amount.

West Melton Fellowship evening held on April 28th.
We held a social evening with supper and a quiz. This was well
attended, with some joining us from other Churches. The
supper went very well, I would like to thank all who came to
this evening. Also thanks to those who provided food and
those who stayed to clear up afterwards.
The picture quiz was won by Pat King (with Andrew eating her
chocolate prize). The question quiz was won by Nick's,
foursome each getting a chocolate bar. We raised £145 from
the supper, sale of cakes, and a donation, this will be sent to
Christian Aid to help with their ongoing work.
I will give details of any monies raised from envelopes when I
receive them.
I would ask that you not only to pray for the world wide
disasters and man made problems during Christian Aid week
but every day. Your continued support is very much
appreciated. Thank you again,

Sue Wadsworth
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Tirupati, India - Update
I will be taking a sabbatical in 2016 from April to June. One of the
things I will be doing is visiting
India to see the school which has
been built for the street kids. David
has also invited me to share in his
ministry with him while I am there.

This is a fantastic opportunity for me
and one which I am looking forward
to with great anticipation. In his latest
email David writes: We are praying

to start our Christian School from
the month of June. In our state
School Academic Year starts from
June. We need sponsorship for at

least
50
kids.
$20
a
month will help a child to have free
Christian Education. Please pray and
sponsor as the Lord leads. Now you can
donate online from our website through
your debit/credit cards.
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www.kidsforchristjesus.com When you sponsor a child, you will receive
a profile of the child/children.
Thank you for your prayers and support. You are in our prayers.
In Christ,
David, India
If you would like to sponsor a child but do not have internet access,
have a word with me and I will be able to set it up for you.

Have you got a favourite hymn?
Just tell me your favourite hymn and it can feature in a future
magazine. If you want to write about what the hymn means to
you, that will be good, but you don’t have to. Also, if you have
any photos to illustrate your choice let me have them too. If you
haven’t don’t worry, I should be able to find suitable illustrations
to go with your choice.
Our contribution this time is from Joyce Jones, who writes:
November 1943, age 3 years, I started Sunday School at West
Melton Congregational Church. In the Primary section Mr. and Mrs.
Paskell were in charge. The first hymn I remember was ‘A little
Ship was on the Sea’.
Mr. George Paskell played the harmonium and we sang the hymn to
what I now know was the tune ‘Lincolnshire Poacher’. In the Junior
side it was a different tune and I don’t remember singing it any
more.
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The hymn tells the story about the storm and how Jesus was
asleep and the others were afraid (Matthew 8:24). But Jesus said,
‘Peace, be still and then once again all was calm and bright.

1. A little ship was on the sea,
It was a pretty sight;
It sailed along so pleasantly,
And all was calm and bright.

2. When lo! a storm began to rise,
The wind grew loud and strong;
It blew the clouds across the skies,
It blew the waves along.
3. And all, but One, were sore afraid
Of sinking in the deep:
His head was on a pillow laid,
And He was fast asleep.
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4. "Master, we perish! -- Master, save!"
They cried, -- their Master heard;
He rose, rebuked the wind and wave,
And stilled them with a word.
5. He to the storm says, "Peace, be still,"
The raging billows cease;
The mighty winds obey His will,
And all are hushed to peace.
6. O, well we know it was the Lord,
Our Saviour and our Friend,
Whose care of those who trust His word
Will never, never end.
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Paul: Appealing or Appalling?
By Lawrence Moore, Director of the
URC’s Windermere Centre
Who is Paul for you? Is he the first
and greatest Christian theologian, or
the person who got the whole thing off
to the wrong start? Is he a radical
Christian visionary who turned the
world upside down, or the person who
justifies the oppression of women,
slavery and homophobia? Is he the
Christian we most want to emulate or
eradicate from the church’s history?
And are we bowled over by preachers
on Paul’s letters, or bored and bewildered?
One thing we can’t do is ignore Paul. He is, after Jesus, the greatest
figure in the story of the emergence of the Christian faith. Of the 27
books of the New Testament, 13 are letters attributed to Paul. Add to
this the book of Acts, in which Paul is the main character in 16 of its 28
chapters, and we discover that half of the New Testament is about
Paul.
And of course, we’re here because of Paul – and probably wouldn’t be
without him. He was the person chiefly responsible for expanding the
early Jesus movement to include Gentiles (ie non-Jews). That’s not to
say that he was the only apostle with a particular missionary calling to
the Gentiles. Both Peter and Paul are converted to the inclusion of the
Gentiles in adjacent chapters of Acts (chapters 9 & 10), yet we learn
from Galatians that Paul saw the break that occasioned with the past
with a clarity that Peter never shared. For Paul, there could be no
going back to exclusive understandings of the Covenant. Peter, by
contrast, was caught up in the on-going agony of wondering whether a
compromise was not only possible but preferable.
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The issue was whether or not Gentile converts needed to become
Jewish in order to be Christian. In particular, did male converts need to
be circumcised? “Yes!” said the Jewish leadership of the Jerusalem
church. “No way!” said Paul. And Peter said “No!” in public, but “Yes”
away from the spotlight – to Paul’s bewilderment and fury (cf Galatians
1-2).
Paul’s fury was driven by his passion for the gospel of grace. If God
had broken down the barriers between Jews and Gentiles, the
foundational, God-imposed dividing wall that separated all of humanity
into two fundamentally different categories (Jew and Gentile) was gone.
That meant that there were no longer any fundamental differences in
the way that God viewed human beings on the basis of who they were.
And if that barrier was gone, every other barrier based on based on
birth and advantage has gone, too. That is the startling, worldtransforming conclusion he reaches in Galatians 3:28: “There is no
longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male or female; for you are all one
in Christ Jesus!”
For Paul, Peter’s willingness to support the “Circumcision Faction”
(Jewish Christians who would not eat at the same table as
uncircumcised Gentile Christians) had nothing to do with a healthy
“being all things to all people”, or a godly passion for the peace and
unity of the Church: instead, it was a betrayal of the gospel for grubby
reasons of prejudice, fear and church order, and he wanted nothing to
do with it.
Isn’t it ironic that the apostle of radical welcome and inclusion has
become a by-word for exclusion and prejudice? When people look at
the church’s sorry history of slavery, persecution of women and
championship of homophobia, it is Paul who is wheeled out as their
justification.
Let me say two things. The first is that Paul’s insight in Galatians 3:28
is extraordinarily radical. It is a game-changer whose far-reaching,
revolutionary implications have parallel only with Jesus’ “Love your
enemies; do good to those who hate you; if someone slaps you on the
right cheek, offer them your left cheek also; love your neighbour as
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yourself!” If we lived like that, the world would be transformed. Oh that
it would come to be! Paul discovered what he did … and the world did
change!
But here’s the thing: what Paul discovered about God was so radical
that he could only grasp the beginnings of what it meant. There was no
longer any difference between slaves and free people, he discovered –
but didn’t realise that this meant the end of the slavery system! There
were no differences between men and women … but he didn’t get that
it meant the end of accommodation to cultural norms and prejudices
that made women second-class citizens. Paul didn’t get the full
implications – but it was Paul that started the unravelling of the whole
social and political edifices of prejudice and exclusion that have been
bought at such a price over the centuries – a price exacted by the very
church that Paul fought so passionately to allow to be born because of
his deep, exuberant grasp of what God’s grace in Christ is really all
about!
The second thing to be said is that Paul is the victim of being
misquoted! He never said some of the things that are attributed to him.
There are 3 “Pauls” in the New Testament: the one whose seven
letters are absolutely, indisputably from his own pen (Galatians,
Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, 1 Thessalonians, Philippians, Philemon),
the Paul who almost certainly did not write 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus
(the “pastoral epistles”) and the Paul of the disputed letters (Ephesians,
Colossians, 2 Thessalonians). The most exclusive, conservative,
order-preserving quotations are drawn from the non-Pauline material.
I think it’s high time for us to give Paul a fresh hearing – to try and pull
him out from the history of church use, reputation and even our own
experiences and prejudices. At a time when we’re wrestling once again
with questions of inclusion and exclusion, let’s look afresh at what he’s
written, and listen attentively for the voice of this murderer-turnedapostle and arch-Jew-turned-Gentile-missionary.
Lawrence Moore
May 2015
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The latest production by Trinity Players is ‘Whose Life is it
Anyway?’ which tells the story of Ken Harrison, an artist that
makes sculptures. One day he is involved in a car accident, and is
paralyzed from his neck down. All he can do is talk, and he wants to
die.
In hospital he make friends with some of the staff, and they
support him when he goes to trial to be allowed to die.
I hope you will find time to come and see this play at the
Lamproom Theatre in Barnsley.


The URC Yorkshire Assembly – Scarborough – 13 May 2015
As usual, this gathering took place at the Spa in Scarborough.
Worship was
led by Revd
Steven Knapton,
the preacher
was Revd Kevin
Watson. The
entertainment
was provided by
the
Scarborough
Music Group
and the
afternoon
speaker was Jo Hampson a former Chief Inspector in the
Metropolitan Police – the title of her talk was, ‘It’s a Fair Cop!’
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Scrambled Words by Mary Reynard
Just for fun, have a go at unscrambling the following ‘words’.
Each will reveal something connected to the church. (Answers

on page 21)

1. BLEBI

2. RUCHCH

4. REAPRY

5. NIORUJ RUCHCH

6. NAROG

7. RIOCH

9. RECTELN

10. PALMS (CATCH QUESTION!)

11. CONETI DORAB
13. STRIMINE

3. TULIPP

8. MYNH SOKOB

12. ONIONMUMC
14. SLEDER

16. SROCS

17. WEP

19. NOSREM

20. CLECTONILO

15. NOFT

18. BENRAN
21 HOYL PIRITS
I’ve tried to
explain that
he is going to
be with me
forever, but
he just
doesn’t get it!
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A Bit of a Laugh! – contributed by Rona Woodcock
A little boy gets home from school and says “Dad, I’ve got a part
in the school play as a man who’s been married for 25 years.”His
dad replies “Never mind son. Maybe next time you’ll get a
speaking part!!”
Yorkshire Dialect
A Yorkshireman’s dog dies and as it was his favourite pet he
decides to have a gold statue made by a jeweller to remember
the dog by.
Yorkshireman: “Can tha mek us a gold statue of yon dog?”
Jeweller: “Do you want it 18 carat?”
Yorkshireman: “No. I want it chewin’ a bone yer daft bugger!”
Scrambled Word answers (from page 19)
1. BIBLE 2. CHURCH 3. PULPIT 4. PRAYER
5. JUNIOR CHURCH 6. ORGAN 7. CHOIR
8. HYMN BOOKS 9. LECTERN 10. PSALM/LAMPS
11. NOTICE BOARD 12. COMMUNION 13. MINISTER
14. ELDERS 15. FONT 16. CROSS 17. PEW
18. BANNER 19. SERMON 20. COLLECTION
21. HOLY SPIRIT
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES IN OUR CHURCHES

Clayton West
Sunday
Friday
Saturday

Worship every week at 3.00 pm. Communion is included
in the service on the 1st first Sunday of each month
Baby and Toddler Group 1.00pm – 3.00pm (in term time)
Coffee Morning on the 4th Saturday each month 10.00am

Trinity (Barnsley)
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday

Worship every week at 10.30 am. Communion is included in
the service on the 3rd third Sunday of each month
Bible Study at 7.30 pm
Age-Well (over 50s club) every week 10.30am-1.00pm
Trinity Players every week at 7.30pm

West Melton
Sunday

Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday

Worship on the 1st (inc. WHIZZ KIDS) and 4th Sundays at
10.30am and on the 2nd & 3rd Sundays at 3.00pm.
Communion is included in the service on the 3rd Sunday of
each month
Fellowship evening (varied programme) 7.30pm on the 4th
Tuesday of each month
Little Stars 9.30am every week (in term time)
Men’s Breakfast at 8.00am on the 3rd Saturday each
month
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Highbridge
Motorspares
For all your motoring needs
Bulbs & Wipers – Batteries
Engine Parts – Accessories
Oil & Filters – Brakes
Steering – Suspension
Cleaning & Polishing
Nortonthorpe Industrial Park ,
WakefieldRd , Scissett , Huddersfield ,

HD8 9LA .

Tel 01484 865100
___________________________ _________________________

Andrew P. Lockwood
MinstChP.

CCM(Sheffield)

CHIROPODIST
All Foot Ailments Treated
CORNS – CALLOUSES (Hard Skin) –
VERRUCAE – ATHLETE’S FOOT etc.

Home Visits – Prompt Attention
Tel: 01484 687632
Mobile: 07971355078

B.J. SCHOFIELD
ELECTRICAL / SECURITY ENGINEERS
INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL - DOMESTIC
INSTALLATIONS
THE BUNGALOW, CHURCH
STREET, BOLTON ON DEARNE,
ROTHERHAM
Tel: 01709 893797
Mob: 077740277178
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Group Minister:
Rev. Nick Percival BA
19 Longdale Croft
Barnsley, S71 2QT
Tel: 01226 771277
Mobile: 07986668032
Email: revnickp@yahoo.co.uk

Trinity
Farrar Street
Barnsley
S70 6BS

Group Treasurer:
Mr. John Paskell
1 Giles Avenue
Wath on Dearne
Rotherham, S63 6SG
Tel: 01709 879224
Email: john@paskellplumbing.co.uk

Clayton West
West Melton,
Church Lane
Melton High Street
Clayton West
Wath on Dearne
Huddersfield HD8 9LY Rotherham S63 6RG

Church Secretaries:
TRINITY:

Mrs. Fiona Weighton-Smith, 18 Normans Way,
Sandal, Wakefield, WF2 6SS Tel: 01924 253010
Email: isabelsmith655@talktalk.net

CLAYTON WEST:

Mrs. Betty James, Winter Hill Farm, Bank End
Lane, High Hoyland, Barnsley, S75 4BB
Tel: 01226 382820

WEST MELTON:

Mr. John Paskell. (As above)

www.urcbarnsleygroup.org.uk
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